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If only Ambassador Holbrooke could outline

a specific agreement with all parties involved.
He can’t.

And if only we thought that an agreement
would change Milosevic. It won’t.

But more importantly, I find myself returning
to the two questions I raised at the begin-
ning—how will this impact our national secu-
rity—and how is it in our national interest?

On these two grounds, I cannot justify the
deployment of U.S. troops. Sending American
soldiers and sailors will impact our national se-
curity by placing American service men and
women directly in the line of fire.

For example, one of the often discussed
goals of this mission is to take the weapons
away from the Kosovo Liberation Army.

Mr. Chairman, a situation the American
Army is trying to take weapons away from an-
other Army—is a situation ripe for American
casualties.

And how is this in our national interest?
Supporters of the deployment tell us that
Milosevic is a Hitler in the making. They argue
that if we don’t stop him now, he will continue
to expand his sphere of influence into other
areas of Europe.

Admittedly, on the issue of our national in-
terest, it is a much closer call for me. I do
think Milosevic is a threat to the entire region.
However, I am not convinced he is a threat to
the entire world.

But more importantly, I am not convinced
that his actions in Kosovo warrant the sacrifice
of our most sacred national asset—the men
and women who wear the uniform.

Mr. Chairman, in closing, I want to say that
this has been a solemn and sobering process
for me. The decision that I have reached has
not been easy. It has been gutwrenching.

I will oppose this resolution not because I
believe there is nothing at stake in Kosovo or
because I am unconvinced of Milosevic’s evil.

I do so only because I believe that the de-
ployment of U.S. troops requires that we meet
an extremely high threshold. We should seek
peace throughout the world.

But not at the expense of our national secu-
rity and not in the absence of a national inter-
est. We owe the world nothing more. We owe
our troops nothing less.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to a local hero from western Wisconsin.
I want to honor Julie Selchert, Lisa Strange,
Jerry Ashwell and Kathy Plank who took cou-
rageous action to aid another citizen.

For the past three years the Eau Claire Fire
Fighters Local Union 487, in conjunction with
the Eau Claire Fire Department, have recog-
nized area residents who acted bravely in
emergency situations. The recipients of the

Citizen Community Involvement Awards are
citizens who put the safety and well being of
their neighbors ahead of other concerns in a
time of need.

Julie Selchert, Lisa Strange, Jerry Ashwell
and Kathy Plank are a few of those extraor-
dinary citizens. It was around 6:15 p.m. on Au-
gust 24, 1998 at The Regis Hair Salon in the
London Square Mall in Eau Claire, Wisconsin
when there was a small explosion, seriously
injuring a salon employee. The woman had
gone into the dispensary room to gather prod-
ucts to refill the retail display shelves in the
salon. She reached for a can of hair spray but
missed and it fell to the floor. As it fell the noz-
zle broke and the contents of the bottle spilled
onto the floor. The dispensary room filled with
the flammable gas. As the woman bent over
to pick up the bottle there was an explosion
and the contents were ignited by a gas dryer
that was in use. At the sudden noise Lisa
Strange ran to the room followed by Kathy
Plank who told Jerry Ashwell to dial 911. Julie
Selchert, Kathy’s client, began to tear off the
woman’s burning clothes. Lisa grabbed the fire
extinguisher and began putting out the fire
while Julie attempted to calm the woman
down. With this group working together they
were able to help the woman and greatly re-
duce her injuries.

On behalf of all the citizens of western Wis-
consin I ask that the United States House of
Representatives recognize Julie Selchert, Lisa
Strange, Jerry Ashwell and Kathy Plank for
their courage and thank them for being con-
cerned and giving community citizens
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